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E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: EAIR, CO 

SUBJECT: CIV AIR: AVIANCA AND BRANIFF OPERATING PERMITS 

REF: STATE 81011 

1 . FURTHER TO REFTEL, DEPARTMENT HAS BEEN INFORMED 
BY BRANIFF THAT COLOMBIAN AUTHORITIES NOW WISH TO 
HOLD PUBLIC HEARINGS RE BRANIFF'S APPLICATION FOR 
ADDITIONAL BEYOND FLIGHT. COLOMBIANS HAVE REPORTEDLY 
JUSTIFIED THIS NEW DEVELOPMENT BY POINTING OUT THAT 
USCAB REQUIRES PUBLIC HEARINGS BEFORE GRANTING OPERATING 
PERMITS TO FOREIGN AIRLINES. 

2. EMBASSY IS REQUESTED TO CONFIRM ABOVE REPORT. IF 

IT IS ACCURATE, EMBASSY SHOULD EXPAND ITS PRESENTATION 
LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
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PER PARA 4 REFTEL BY POINTING OUT THAT NO HEARINGS WERE 
REQUIRED BY USCAB IN THE RECENT CASE OF AVIANCA'S 
PERMIT AMENDMENT. CAB HAD EXPEDITED PROCESSING OF 
AVIANCA'S APPLICATION BY ISSUING SHOW CAUSE ORDER. 
EMBASSY SHOULD EXPRESS ITS CONCERN WITH THE REPORTED 
NEW COLOMBIAN REQUIREMENT FOR HEARINGS. SINCE 
COLOMBIAN AUTHORITIES HAVE NOT CONDUCTED SUCH HEARINGS 
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IN THE PAST, THE IMPOSITION OF ADDITIONAL PROCEDURAL 
REQUIREMENTS AT THIS TIME APPEARS ARBITRARY AND WOULD 

ONLY SERVE TO DELAY IMPLEMENTATION OF OPERATING RIGHTS 
OF INTEREST TO BOTH COUNTRIES. VANCE 
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